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In political matters it is an " error to say that the supreme
authority intrusted by Christ to the Church and the Holy See is
subject to civil authority, and to deny all the rights of the Church
and the Holy See in those things which belong to the outside
world," by declaring that " the Papal Acts and decrees relative
to religion and the Church must have tlie consent of the civil
power, and that the Church has not the right to visit those who
violate its laws with temporal punishments,* This regime rests
on " the heretical principle " that " the ecclesiastical power is not,
by divine law, distinct and independent of the civil power/' (This
is if* fact the principle of the Protestant states and of C&saro-
papism. The 4fc Catholic dogma " is, on the contrary, that '* the
full power was divinely conferred by Christ on the Pope, to tend,
rule, and govern the universal Church." It follows from it that
" the Church must form an independent society/*

Thus to the lay state founded on religious liberty and the su-
premacy of the civil power, the Encyclical opposes the ideal of
the Catholic state founded on the complete independence of the
ecclesiastical power and compulsory unity of faith.

The Syllabus, (catalogue) " of the principal errors of our times,
set forth in consistorial addresses, encyclicals, and other apostoli-
cal letters of Pope Pius IX.," reproduced in a summary form all
the doctrines condemned by him. They are numbered, from I
to 80, and grouped in logical order, beginning with errors of
theory under the following titles: I. Pantheism, naturalism, and
absolute rationalism. II, Moderate rationalism. These are phil-
osophic opinions. III. Indifferentism, latitudinarianism. This
is the theory of liberty of conscience (see p. 693). IV. Socialism,
communism^ Bible societies, Ckrico-Liberals* V. Errors concerning
the Church and its rights. These are the theory of clerical subor-
dination to the lay power,f and the practice of toleration. VI.

* The end of the Encyclical recommends the bishops to teach laymen
that " royal power is not conferred simply for the government of the world,
but especially for the protection of the CBurch," and orders prayers for
God's aid "in so great calamities of the Church and civil society, in such a
conspiracy of enemies, and in so great a mass of errors against Catholic
society and the Holy See/'

f " 19. The Church is not a true and completely free society, it does not
enjoy its proper and constant rights, conferred by its divine founder, but
it belongs to the civil power to define the rights of the Church and the
extent of those rights. 20. Ecclesiastical power may not exercise its
authority without the permission of the civil government. 24. The Church
Uas not the right to employ force; it has no temporal power, either direct